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Madam Presidents, before I close, I feel I have to say a few words in English, firstly
to demonstrate that we in the Liberal Party practise what we preach, and secondly, to

say to our non-Chinese speaking friends, “You are not forgotten.”

A few months ago, we launched a campaign to call out to the community to “Use
English -- Keeping Hon g Kong International”™. This is a translation of our strong
belief into action that Hong Kong must preserve the invaluable quality of being
cosmopolitan in order to cement our position as the business and tourism centre of the

Asia-Pacific Rim.



We then conducted a survey to gauge the feeling of our expatriates. We found that
62% of the respondents believe that the Government is using less and less English to
communicate with the public after the transition; 54% have come across government
departments which have failed to provide information in English; 71% think that the
Government has not done enough to communicate with our expatriates, and 80%
think that the Government has not done enough to tap the services and talent of

expatriates to serve on government committees to help promote Hong Kong.

In other words, barely two years after the handover, there is already the feeling among
expatriates, who may be small in number but are nevertheless a valuable part of this
community, that the Government is not doing its part to maintain the sense of
belonging of our non-Chinese speaking people. There has to be some conscious

efforts and resources dedicated to reversing this unwelcome and damaging trend.



